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CHAPTER IV, |

THE CHALLENGE.

fn the afternoon Ruric retired to
Ris shop, where he went at work
apon & gun which had been ordered
gome days before.  As vet he lad
gnicl nothing to Panl concerning the
aflair of the tln_\ hefore since hig ro-
burn from the Kremlin. He asked
him now, however, if any one had
aalled,

“Only the monk,” returned Paul,
wilhiont {lint
there was ;|.1:_'.Jhul-,: vy iln;mr!;kllt {
m the visit,

“Do you mean the black monk—
Viadinur 7 nsked the voung man,
starting, |

“Yoes, my master e ealled here
abhout the middle of the forenoon.
He wanted one of the small daggers |
with the pearl haft.”

“And did vou let him have one?" |

“Certainly, e paid we 4 dues |
ats for it and would have paid more
had 1 bheen willing (o take 1t.”

“And did Lie make any conversa-
tion "

“Yes. He asked me why the Count
Damono{ came here yesterday.”

“Ha! How did be know of their
visit "

“He was waitine at the inn for a
l!i‘.lf{:l‘. when he overheard the eount
and his companion conversing upon
the subject.” .

geening o consider

“And did he ask you any ques- '

tions touching the particulars?”

*Yes—many.”

“And how answered von 2

“I told him the whole story, from
beginning to end. 1 found that he
knew something of their purpose
from what lie accidentally over-
heard, and, rathier than have him go
away full of surmises, T told him
all.”

“Of the messave too?"

“Yes, my master. [ told him all
that happew!, from the showing of
the paper which the duke had drawn
up to the dovarture of the angry
man.”

“And what did the mouk say?”
Rurie usked vory earnestly,

“Why, he s1id he knew the eount
and that he was a proud, reckless
fellow and worth but little to soci-
ety; that was all. He did not scem
to care much about it anyway; only
he gatd he should have done just as

you did and that every law of jus- |

e had

tice would hear vou out,

more curiosity than interest, though |

I am sure all his sympathies are
with vou.”

“Very well,” returned Rurie. “Tt
ean matter but little what the monk
thinks about i, thoueh I would
rather have him know the truth if
he must know anvihinge, for I wonld
not be misunderstood,”

“IMe understands it all now, my
master, and | trust you are not of-
funded at the liberty 1 took in tell-
ing him,”

“Not at all, Panl: ot at all”

Here the convermation dropped, |

and the worli was resumed in gi-
fonce. Tt was pact 5 o'clock when
Ruric’s mother came and informed
Kim that a gentleman in the house
would speak with him.

“Is it Stephen Urzen?” asked the
yonth,

Iis mother =aid it was,

“Then bhid him comie out here,”

Clandia retired, and in a foew mo-
menis more the gentleman made his
appearanee.

“Ruric Nevel," he
rery stiffly and haughtiiy, “1 bring

said, howing

A messiage frows the Count Damo-
nolf.”
“Very well, «ir,” returned the |

gunmaker proudly, “I am ready to
receive it

Thereupon Urzen drew a sealed
note from his pocket and handed it
to Rurie, who took it and broke the

seal. He opencd it and read as fol- |

lows .

Ruric Nevel—An ingult of the most agerarvating
mature has for the time loveled all distinetions of
enike between v Your blood alwne can wash out
the stain. 1 would not murder you outright. and
m mo other way Lut this can | reach you. My
friend, the bearcr of this. will make a'l arrange
moeots. 1 you dare not meel o, say &, that all
may know who s the cowend Ihamoxory

When ”ll!‘ir ha 1 :wll} the tni"-ﬂ\'(‘,
ke erushed it in Lis hand and gazed
its bearer somoe moments in the face
without speaking.

Wil vou asked Upzen,
e '.-']rnkt' more softly than before,
for he saw something in the gun-
maker’s el he dared not
prove ke,

“Are vou acquainted with Alarie
Orsa, o Leatenant of the guard 27

“Yes, sir: I know him well”

“Then let refer you to him.
He will make all ne
ments, and I shall hold myself
bound by his plans. 1 trust that is
satisfa h-l‘.\,"

“‘l,-"_:“ .

answer ="’
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| was lying.

L eommissioned

MEATY Arrange- |

“Then you and I need have no
more to .u'.-tl'.'_"

“Onlv on one point,” said Urzen,
with some little show of confusion,
“You are the challenged pagty, and
vou will have the chaice of weapons.
The count hag not mentioned this
—mind vou, he has not, but 1 as
Iz friend deem i no more than
right to speak of it—I trust you
will ehoose a gentleman’s weapon.
In the use of the pistol or the gun
Iu‘ 15 nm \'l"l"-iv’i],“

*“While you imagine I am,” said
Rurie, with a contemptuous curl of
the lip, for he knew that the man
He could see by the fel-
low’s very looks that Damonofl had
him to broach this
mitter,

“Of course vou are,” returned Ur-

| Z11.

“And the count 15 most excellent-
Jv versed in the use of the sword, is
he not #"

“Ile is accounted a fair swords-
man.”

“Aye; so I thought. But it mat-
ters not 1o me. The thonght had
not entered my mind before, gave

i that I supposed swords would be the

only weapons thongzht of. Tlowever,
Orsa will gettle it with you. 1 have
given him no directions at all save
to serve me as he thinks proper end
to act upon the understanding that
if I have given offense to the count
I would do the same again under
: : , 5
provocation, You understand now?
“1 do, sir,” returned Urzen in a
choking tone,
“Then wait a moment, and I will
give you & message to Orsa.”
| Thus speaking, Rurie went to his
desk, and upon the hottom of the
missive he had received from the
count he wrofe:

| Dear Alarie—1 send this to you by the exme

hand that bors it to me, and you kre hereby em-

powerdld to act for e ne von may detm proper.

1 shall e governed sirictly by your armngements
Rune,

Having written this, he showed it
to Urzen and agked him if he wonld
bear it to the Heutenant. An al-
firmative reply was given, and then,
simply folding the note in the oppo-
gite way from the original fold, the
gunnigker superseribed it anew to
the lientenant and handed it to his
visitor. Urzen took it, and, with
stiff bow, hut without speaking, he
turned and left the place,

That evening about 8 o'clock a
ledge drove up to Rurie’s doorfand
| Alaric Orsa entored the house. He
called the vouth as'de and informed
| him that the arrangements had all
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“Daumonoll is in a hurrey,” he said,
“and we have appointed the meet-
ing at 10 o'clock tomorrow fore-
noon. It will take place at the hend
of the river just bevond the Viska
hill.”

“And the weapons ?” asked Ruric,

“Swords,” returned Orsa.  “The
cotnt will bring his own, and he
gives vou the privilege of seleeting
such a one as you choose.”

“l thank vou, Alarie, for vour
kindness thus far, and yon may rest
assured that T shall be prompt.”

"Ruppoze I eall here in the morn-
ing for vou ?"” suewosted the visitor.

“1 ghould b llll'ﬂ"l'il to have you
do sn.™

“I will, then, T shall be along in
good season with my sledee, and we
will both reach the ground togeth-
er.”

Thus it was arranged, and then
MNwza taok. his lnaye,

When Rurie returned {o lns seat
ll_\‘ the I'Irl-p!l‘.t'l-, he noticed that his

wiiit more ihan ordinary Inlerest.
He had onece made up his mind {that
he would say nothing to his mother
about the affair until it was over,
but as the time was set and the hour
drew nigh his mind wavered. When
it was over, where might he be?
But he was ent short in his reflec.
tions by the voice of his parent.

“Rurie,” she said, and her voice
trembled while she spoke, “you will
pardon e for prying into your af-
fairs, but 1 cannot hule from mysell
that something of more than usual
moment is the matter with vou,
Why are these men calling to and
fro? And why are you so thought-
ful and moody? You know a moth-
er's feelings, and you will pardon a
mother’s anxiety.”

“Surely, my mother,” the vouth
returned, gazing up for a moment
and then letting his eyes droop
again. At length he resumed, *I
had made up my mind to tell you all
ere you spoke.”

There was something deep and
gignificant in Rurie’s tone, and his
mother quickly eanght the spark.

“What is it ¥” she tremblingly ut-
tered, moving her chair nearer to
her child’s side,

“Listen,” the young man said.
And thereupon he detailed the cir-
cumstances attending the visit of
the Count Damonofl to his shop.
Then he told of his own visit to
Rosalind and itg result and then of
the visit of Stephen Urzen.

“And now, my mother,” he add-
any reply,
“vou know it all. You see how 1
am situnted, Remember, our nation
has reached its present point by sue-
cessful war, The soul of the nation
is built upon military honor, and
gince our noble emperor has opened
the wav of advancement of the low-
est of his subjects who are brave and
true the coward is looked upon with
disgust upon all hands. Yet, my
mother, I wounld have you speak.”

For soma moments Claudin Nevel
was silent. But at length she said,
while n tear glistened in her eye:

“1 have given one loved being up
to my country’s good. Russia took
my husband from me, and I conld ill
alford now to lose my som, Yet
rather than one stain should rest
upon his name 1 would see him dead
before me.  Oh, Rurie, yon know
whether dishonor wonld rest upon
yvou were vou to refuse this chal-
longe.”

“I will speak plainly, my dear
mother,” returned the youth in »
tremulous tone, for his parent’s
kindness had moved him. “ln my
soul 1 should feel perfectly justified
in refusing this meeting, for no
{rrim-i;llu of real honor is at stake.

Jut were | to back out now from
this 1 ehould never meet another
generous look in Moscow. Every
one would point the linger of scorn
toward me. and the word coward
would ring always in my cars. It
may he a false state of things—I
feel that it really is so—Dbut how
can | help it? It is the curse of all
great military epochs,  Battle alone
mukes heroes, and so all must meas-
ure their honor by the foree of their
arms. The count earries even now
upon his brow the mark of my Llow,
and all will say he has a right to
demand satisfaction, though | know
that he provoked the quarrel on
purpose. | cannot refuse him on the
ground of station, for he is above
me in that, 1 must meet him.”

“Then,” said the mother in a low,
calm tone, but with much effor.,

would thwart your design. If your
own good judgment says go, then go.
11 they bring your body to me in the
stern grasp of death, I shall pray for
the soul that has gone and ghall
hope to meet you in the home of the
redeemed. If you come back to me
alive, | shall thank God that you are

| e *'I_:.n.l t.¢ Lettle,
{ ;'!. .i."? -:.: g i : e ath |
i gk & ? e ;_ \ :

spared. But, alas, the joy will be
clouded with the thovght of blood
upon your hands and the knowledge
that iy joy is another’s grief!”
“No, no, my mother,” eried Rurie

TUICKIY and earuesily =1 wil

hand if | can avoud it Only to save
my own llfe will | take his.
done all this bimself —all, all. The
quarrel was his own, and the first
hlow was his. The challence 18 his,
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|

and now 15 got the responsiboary his
wigp ¥™

“lr 2. my son. so [ar as he alope
i coneerncd 0 von have o respon-

Cetbtlitv, it must be to vour own soul,

mother watched him narrowly and |

Bar tell e, hws not the emperor
made some new law tonching this
'.II"!H'III'l' nfr!!u*lrrl'g?u

“Nos, bt onlv <he challenger is
responsthide The puety ehallenged is

Nll.l'fll free Trom hlamwe i the cyes af

the lnw ™

“Thea | slall interpase no more
aard the mother, She
1eiee o Hovefully, bt she
cortld ot Ladetd e fearful sadness of
ltt hesert “Coulil ferven praver
avert the Liow i hljll’l'ini not fall, bt
I it ouly pesy as one without pows
er”

A lone time 2
in =lenee,

objections"

s 'll".ll\

er this was passed
e mother and
sy seomed o have something upon
thoir which they wishal 1o
sy, bur dored not. But the Tormer
at lenzth overcame her relugtance,
“Ture, myv son” she =aid. keep-
ing baek the tears that struggled for
ntterance in their silent speech, *is
there apy little word you woull
leave—any matter of moment™—
“No; the ||u“.‘ :Hls‘.\'t't‘t-ii,
speaking calmly by elfort.  *1 am
yours, and all is youra. But 1 shall

trtnls

"
10,

| not fall.”

“Al, be

sOn.

not too confident, my
Let no such assurance lead you
to forget your God. I have heard of
this count. It was he who slew Rut-
grer, and Momjako, too, he slew in
the duel. He is an expert swords-
man and gurely means to kill you if
he can.”

“l am aware of that, my mother.
But do you know that we are all
prone to overlook our own powers
when pondering upon the feats of
others? I may be pardoned for as-
suring you that the only man who
has ever yet overcome the count at
the sword play was one of my own
gcholars, While in Spain I practiced
with some of the best swordsmen in
the kingdom. But, listen, I will
send one word. For yourself I can
tell vou nothing whicli-you do not
know. But vet yvou may see Rosa-
lind. If you do, tell her But you
know my soul.  You can tell her us
you please. But I shall not fall.”

It was now late. and ere il!m.' Nu-
rie kissed his mother and then re-
tired fo his bed.

And the widow was left alone
With her eyes she followgl the re-

wid when he was gone from her
gight she bowed her head and sob-
hed alowd.  When she reached her
humble couch, she knelt hy the side
therenf and poured forth her pemt
up sonl to Gad. When her head had
]1['('.-'ﬂ|'|! the I owe, she tried to |||l]|v.
ghe tried to fasten one hope in her
mind, but she lonked only into the
night, Not one ray of lizht reached
her steiueline =oul, She -IIII'HI'\l her
promise in vain, for she
looked into a rloom so utter that
out of its depths loomed only the
blackness of despair.

Sleep on, llurie.  But, oh, conlidst
thon know how thy fond mother’s
heart is rncked there’d be no sleep
for thee!

f
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Charleston Exposition.

Charleston, 8. €., Dec. 2, —Impres-
give religions exercises intended as a
prelude to to-dav's opening of the
Sonth Carolina Inter State and West
Indian Exvwosition, were held at the
exposition grounds yvesterday morning.

The naming of Dec. 1 as the opening
day of the exposition was without con-
{snlting the calendar, and the fact thut
| Dec. 1 was Sunday was discovered bnt
a short time ago. It was decided that
a prompter way to fulfill the promise

“you shall not feel that vour mother |

nog |
wdve a fellow being's hlood upon my I

He has |

mude in the resolution as to the open-
ing was to hold exercises npl.-rupriatv
[to the day. Ellison Capers, Episconal
{ Bighop of South Carcling, made the in-
{voeation.  The exposition was for-
L mally opened to-day.

A Big Scheme.

It is said that Senator Clark. of Mon-
tana, and Mr. F. . Walsh., of Colo-
|rado, will join interests and form a
Inew transcontinental railroad to Cali-
(fornin. They will meet in Washington
this week to talk over the matter.

GIRLISH
FIGURES

HOW MARRIED WOMEN MAY
RETAIN THEM.

Besides, comely to the extint of sweetness, grace
pnd symmetry, nften lose these proners »
Iin s pericd of gestation Lnposes upon them the
duty of chiid:hrth,
Properdy under
stood, motherhood
Is a peason o
pleasant anticipa
tion, thnly in rare
cases s it made so

tien realiire

however, withoul
srtificial ald. A
linkment oy

outside use, in
preferabie 1o
anything else,
Mothers
Friemd, if
} used through
out Lae entire

| peciod of pregoancy, wlill

soothe and relax the
Ulssyes, sofien the musgles, and make elastic lem
dons and sapple sinews

| This cetebrated lnlment removes stiffoess and

vnsdes expansion of Use Abres when vnder sirmin
oar hody i= & iachine of Sesh, muos s and bwmpes
and Mother's Friend s used fur toe purpose of
lubricating the parts taxed durisg preguancy. I
can work fo injury o molher .--".l d. It s ap
plied enternally to the abdos 1 regions Tt
affect s wonderfal and werthy u trial
O your druggists, st B1.00 per buoitle
You are welcuane Lo ouar book * Mot hertanod

THE BRADFIELD REGULATOR CO.,
ATLANTA, GA.
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treating form of her beloved son, !
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est prices ever offe

Largest stock in Columbia and at the low-

red. Come and get

one while they are going.

CLOSE OUT!

the stock will go fast

and get choice of the

To make room for a larger stock of Bug-
gies and farm Machinery, we have decided
to close out our stock of

FURNITURE.

If you want bargains, come quick, as

at the prices we are

making. Do not delay but come at once

good things,

Satferfod

¢ Dodson,

THE CHILD ETERNAL,

(By Irene Fowler Brown, in  Hnorper's
Mugazing for October.
I heard their prayers, and kissed

their sleepy eves,
And tucked them in, all warm fromn
feet to head,
To awake aguin with worning's glad
sunrise,
Then came where he lay dead,
On ecold still mouth I laid mv lips.

Asleep

He lay, to wake the other side God’'s
door.

My other children, mine to love and
keep,

But this one mine no more.

Those other children long to men have
grown,
Strange hurried men who
passing thonght,
Then go their wayvs.
my vuwn,
Without me they have wrought,

give me

No longer now

S0 when night comes, and seexing
mother s knee,
Tired childish feet turn home at
vveutide,
I fold him close—the chlid that's left
10 me,

My little lad who died.

Eduocute Your Bowels With Cuscurets.
Candy Cathartie, oure constipation forever
10c.250. I1C.C.C fuil druggists refund money.

At the mecting of Phintins Lodge
Nuo. 47, Knights of Pythias—of which
order Hon. L. P. Padgett is a member
| —lust Friday night, the charges made
against Mr, Padgett by Mr Loyd Cecil
were bronght up, "and one of the
Kuights stated that they were of snch
# nature that, if troe, wounld sulject
him to expulsion from the lodge, and
if not trae he shonld be exonerated,
Thereupon a resolution was unani-
monsly adopted, stating that the lodge
was convineed of the high honor, in-
tegrity aud manhood of Mr. Padeett,
and condemning the charges made
sgninst his character by Mr. Cecil,

Corporations Profit by Delay.

The court of last resort hus finally
decided that the express companies
must furnish the stamp.  This would
i be a great victory for the people were
it not for the fact that the necessity
for attaching a revenue stamp to express
receipts was removed some time ago
It will be noted that the express com
panies managed to stave off the decis
ion until it was useless. Thisis a way
the corporations have. Bat the man
who mentions this iuteresting fact i
& tone of criticism is at once dabbed
an “anarchist”’ and secused of *‘at-
tacking the courts,'"—The Commoner

Red Feathered Canaries.

M. Bourez, a Parisian canary breeder,
has found a method of prodocing red
eanaries. The  color is obtained by
feeding the pareot birds on finely
ground eayenne pepper, which gradu
ally changes the rolor of the feathers,

M. Bourez has slready prodoced a red
| dish, orang' colored bird, and hopes in
time to get a brilliantly red bird.

Feeding Reptiles.

Snakes are very susceptible to the
kind of food given them, and they
prove extremely fastidious creatnres
when held in captivity, says the Chi.
cugo News, [t is impossible to supply
some of the reptiles with the special
food they like, and substitntes se not
taken gindly to ut first. Thus the big
cobrag in their native haunts live
[ chiefly on other snakes—the small
| hurmless varieties, It 18 manifestly
imposgible to secure sufficient small
sniakes to supply these veracious eaters
at all seasons of the year. Neverthe-
less, the keepers of the Central Park
menagerie, New York, make great
efforts to colleet small snakes for the
valuable cobras.  These come from
different points in  consmaderable nnm
hers, shipments often amounting to as
[ high as 150 at & time. Fed on these
live snakes the corbras thrive in cap
tivity and appear satisfied with their
lot: but it becomes necessary to ap-
pease their apoetite with rats and wice
when snakes are searce, While new
cobras will not touch these rodents
when they are first placed before them,
they can sometimes be enticed to swul-
low them when tied to the tail of «
small snake or even when stuffed in
the skin of a dead reptile, Other
snakes ure fed mostly on toaos, mice
and rabbits  Even Euglish sparrows
are purchased in considerable numbers
for the reptiles, The average prices
paid each venr for these snake foods
are 2 cents each for sparrows, 1 to 4
cents for toads and frogs and 2 o @
cents for live mice. At these quotd
tions many boygs make quite a little
pocket money, and the park mapagers
find the sapply at times greater than
the demand, so eager are the yvoung
sters to feed the snakes. In the winter
season, however, it sometimes becomes
4 question of considerable importance
how to secure fresh food for the rep
tilex. At one time more than a dozen
rittlesnakes had to be killed becanse of
the keepers” inability to find plenty of
live mice to keep them from starva-
tion.

I HOW'S THIN.

We offer one hundred dollars rewnrd for
any case of Catnrch that ean not e cured
by Hnll's Cntarrh Cure,

F.J.CHENEY & CO., Props,, Toledo, O

| Wethe undersigned, bave kuown F. J
Cheney for the Jast I8 vears, and believe
him perfectly bonorable in nll business
transactions, and finsnelally able 1o carey
out any obligations made by their firm,

Waost & Trunx Wholesale Druggist, To-
ledo, Oho.

Walding. Kinnan & Marvin, Whaolesals
Druggists, Toledo, Ohlo,

Hull's Cntarrh Cure s taken internaily
acting directly upon the blood nnd mucous
surfnces of the system. Price 7H conls per
boltle. Hold by all Drugglsts. Testimo-
n'als frew. Halls Family Pillsare the best,

Jandnivaim

A Paying Sport.

| Yale's gate receipts for the foot ball

season will rench the band ome total of
labout 75,000, The game with Har

vurd alone, which had 40,000 specta
ctors, added 85,000 to the foot ball
| earnings of Old Eli's sone. The game
with Princeton was worth $15.000 to
them. From the eleven other games
they netted 235,000, So that the
average gross earnings of a first-class
college foot ball team is about £ 8N
| per game. -New York World




